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Here are some light-hearted challenges to get your family and friends thinking laterally and out of 
their seats.  Be prepared for groans from some but hopefully, they’ll soon get into the spirit.    
 
You could possibly set these timed trials for individuals or teams. Why not pop a challenge or two in 
between the quiz question rounds?  Alternatively, use these as a separate session when you need to 
burn off that Christmas dinner. You just need to decide what you’ve got as a reward for the 
winners.  Enjoy!  

 
[tips, have a timer to hand, and a whistle to start each challenge. Technology is not to be used unless 
specifically mentioned in the challenge. Ensure materials for challenges are available and be 
consistent with scoring or you might be facing a barrage of crusty mince pies or quality street toffees] 

 
1. PICK A NUMBER - Participants have 1 minute to Write down the highest unique number 

between 1-10. No decimals (If you’re a large group play in teams). If someone else picks the 
same number as you, you both score 0 pts. Highest unique number = 5 points next 4 etc..  
 

2. ALFRESCO ART While blindfolded draw a celebrity having a picnic. Do not write their name. 
Each participant/ or nominated team member (if a large group) has 5 minutes to complete 
the drawing. The quizmaster must guess the identity of the celebrity and confirm it is a picnic 
scene. If both are obvious the artist gets 5 points. [note: the Quizmaster has the last word]  

 
3. MOUNTAIN EXCITEMENT The quizmaster challenges participants to list the World’s four 

highest mountains in order starting with the highest, they have 5 minutes. Here is the correct 
answer in feet and meters.  
1. Everest – 29,029 feet (8,848 metres) 
2. K2 – 28,251 feet (8,611 metres) 
3. Kangchenjunga (Himalayas) – 28,169 feet (8,586 metres) 
4. Lhotse – 27,940 feet (8,516 metres) 

 
5 points for the response with the most in the correct order.  1 point for each one listed 
correctly and half a point if listed but in the wrong order. In the event of a tie ask those tied 
to write down the total height in miles of all 4 mountains listed above (the correct answers)– 
113,389 ft = 21.5 miles  The nearest wins the full 5 points. 
 

4. MINUTE MAKER Nominate one member of your team. Without using any technology, they 
must stand up exactly after 1 minute. Closest to 1-minute wins.  Winner scores 5 points 
 

5. MAKING A LIST… In alphabetical order, participants are asked to write down as many 
countries as they can in 1 minute. No repeating initial letters. Most correct wins 5 points. If 
there’s a tie, decide the top mark by asking them to hum the national anthem of the first 
country on their list.  Best performance secures the 5 points.  


